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What for want of a better phrase must be called
public opinion here is just now im & state of con-
siderable but suppressed excliement over the
slavery question. As the American people already
know, the law passed by the Spanish Cortes for
the suppression ef alavery in this ldle is a dead let-
ter, and there {8 neither power uer, perhaps, will

L]

on the part of the Spanlsh authorities to enforce |

It. Like the old Southern slave masters the estate
owners are unwilling to manumit their laborers,
but endeavor, by
INTRIGUE AND UNDERHAND INFLUENCE,

to put off the settl tof the q

One of the principal canses why the law has not
been epforced has beem the lavish use of money at
Madrid., Seme twenty of the richest men in Cuba
have been engaged buylng off tne guccessive min-
Isters of ultra views. Every new incumbent
threatened to take up the slave question, and in
order to prevent this being done money was neces-
sary. The coustant changes, however, In the
Cabinet have se drained the exchequer eof the

slaveholders that they are umwilling fo sacrifice

any moreein the general interest, uuless the gem-
eral body come down handsomely. An effort (s
now belng made to have this dome, and it is
looked on as the last reseurce. It Is
easy to understand the irritatiom of this
class against the United BStates, and their hatred
of everything with the slightest tinge of freedom
or independence abont it. For the most part the
sluveooracy 18 composed of immigrant Spaniards,
who possess little or no education beyond what 18
neceasary for the transactien of thelr ousiness,
These men are naturally blinded by thelr passions,
and, instead of seekinug to make some compromise
that wonld be a safeguard te thelr interests, the
mere mention of abolition has the same effect on
them that a red fiag has on an enraged bull. And
yet the fntelligent classes feel that
BLAVERY A8 AN INSTITUTION 18 DOOMED.
! If the estate owners would only take the imitia-
tive and free their own slaves the change could be
effected without any serious shock to the social or
commercial life of the island. But If they delay
ontll the government |8 forced to take actlon by
the preasure of public opinion the world over and
the development of progressive and liberal
fdeas In Spain, them the whole Iabor
system will Inevitably be seriously disturbed,
The Iste cnange in the Cabinet at Madrid 18
atfributed here to the Interference of General
Bickles, and the criticlsms that are privately
passed en him are by ne means of the most favora-
ble kind. They do mo: find publie expresaion,
however, bat are whispered [rom one to amother,
according to the custom of the coumtry, It 1s a
serious misfortune for Cuba and for Spain that
nothing approximating to a free press exists here,
The extent to which the censorship of the papers
is carried would be unbearable among & people
having the instinet of & bold and unequivo-
cal expression of their sentiments. Not a line
of any Kkind of mnews, even the most
barmiess local item, can be printed withont the
permisaion of some great swell who s called the
censor. Even the busineas advertisements muss
recelye the approval of this oMeial belere they can
appear In the columns of the newspapers, and as
this deity of the press closes his oflice at five
o'clock im the evening it s essy to guess what a
rapld vehicle for the conveyance and dissemina-
tion of news the Cuban papers must be. Nor {8 the
foreign press aivogether free from the interference
of this cemsor.
EVERY TELEGRAM HAS TO BN SUBMITTED,
and Irit is not approved it is simpl} shelved, with
the endorsement ‘‘Denied,” and no notice given af
the fact. As s matter of condescemsion, If a news-
paper correspondent makes am Inquiry as to the
fate of Bis telegram be will usoally be infermea
whether or not it has passed the scrutiny, but enly
a8 & compliment, never as a right. In faot, here
the ofcials, from the highest to the lowest, are
constantly ‘‘condescending” to take some notice
ff inferior people whose bread they est.
{ It may be judged from the foregoing that enter-
Pprise is something unknowna among the newsps
pers, and though for the most part the lterary
departments arc filled with men of education,
‘whose views are broad, such 18 the efect of the
system of censorship that they ean only write what
s agrecable Lo Ihe powers that be. As s Jact Iy
fully resognised by the people
THE INFLUENCE OF TUR PRESE 18 AT ZERO,
and the papers are obliged to follow the prejudices
of the crowd, instead of guldirg and directing the
popular sentiment fnto the right channet, This ia
especially & misfortune at this moment, when @
free préas would be ef incalouiable advantage (o
Spain aa well as to-Cabs In educsslng the people to
the absolute necessity that existe for the abalition
of slavery, if complications are to be avolded that
must inevitably bring ruin to Ouba, Tulking on
this subject to one of the most intelligent press.
meén that I have met with here, I polnted
out the danger which threatoned from
the new abolitlon movement In America.
He at once perceived the truth of what I toid him,

but rereited thar v gxistine state of things pre-

vented the principal journals from advocating the
enly poliey which can seeure to Spain the con-
linned possession of the Queen of the Antilles
There s in the way of & candid discussion of the
#oclal ana polltical questions atfecting the intereat
of Cuba a punctilious pride that will not allow
itself to be even touchea by common sense.

THE SPIRIT OF HIDALGOISM
18 astride of its hobby horse, and it I8 to be feared
that it will not come down until the rolten frame-
work 18 knocked to pleces, S5 mueh the worse for
the riders, If people will insist on keeping alive
the pretensions of a dead past in this practical
age they must be prepared to be trampled under
the teet of the progressive and advancing millions.
P If one could photograph the thoughts of the ablest
spirita who are defending the existing institutions
the fear of this aggressive liberal spirit would be
found to hold o prominent place in all tnelr calen-
jations. They know that slavery perse 18 inde-
fensible, and that the old specious plea which
would persuade us into the belief that the
glave is happier tham the free laborer will
no longer ne hstened to by the clvilized world. OF
course there is the despotio theory, which elaima
that Spain as an independent and sove State
nas & right to do what ahe pleasea within"her own
dominions, and may “iarrup ker own mggers" il
she is pleased to do so. The consclence of the
civilized world has, howevdr, revolted against this
atrocious doctrine, as it has revolted against the
divine right of the puppels we call kings. Itia
Bow an acoepted rule that nelther an Individunl
nor & nation has the right to comunit a wrong
against humanity so long a8 there & power in
others to punish the ofender, If Spaln could
defy the world her pretenslon to be above
the law of clvilization might have to be
respected; but, as things are, those who have
the power have the right to Insist that she shall
maintain no institations within her boundaries
which offend the conscience and Ideas of right of
the rest of mankind, As Spanish sensitiveness re-
fuses to give me facllitles to examine thbroughly
into the state of the insurrection | intend Lo ex-
tend my inguiries into the soclal and political state
of that part of the lsland under the undisputed
eway of Spain. To my mind it I8 a subject of infl-
nitely more interest to the general consclence of
mankind than whether Cespedes has five thousand
or ten thousand men in the fleld. For abont him
one thing I8 certain—tne movement with which he
12 asseclated will continue in spite of all the eforts
of the Spaniah authorities

UNTIL THX QUESTION OF SLAVERY HAS BEEN HET-
TLED FORRVER.

In view of posalbie contingencies in the fulfliment
of the mission I have undertaken, I intend to leave
Bome contributions to this question to be remem.
bered by. Whatever comes from my pen will have
at least one recommaendation—to wit, dispassionate
truth, It does not reqgulre any very deep penetra,
tion to perceive that there is enough that I8 start-
ling to the minda of men habituated to freedom of
thonght and action, to the dispensation of equaj
Jjustice withont question of race or color, to render
any appeal to sensationulism qulte unnecessary—j
am tempted even to say, superfiuous.

The Cuban question has so mauy eules and pre-
sents such a mass of entangled interests that only
& mind perfectly lmpartial could give anything
like a correct picture of the exact state of things
existing here or of the canses that led to them.
When we examine & digputed guestion closely and
impartially expericoce generally shows that some
right ¢xists on both sides. With my present infor-
mation It would be preposterous on my part to at-
tempt Lo dogmatize or to pretend to give more
than & cursory sketeh of some of the cuuses which
render a solution of the prescat trouble so diMcult,
*While abhorring slavery from the depths of my
soul, I am not vrepared to look upon all who differ
from my views In theory or in practice
as neoessarily bad men. So much depends
in questions of this nature on the training and
education a8 well as the association of men, that
it would not be just to demand & universal ancept.

ance of any set of opinions on the subject. Although
glavery threatens to become a source of dangerin
the future it has had little to do with bringing
about the present state of society here, The pride
and haughtiness of the Spaniards in the first In-
stance offended the samour propre of the Caban
population until the discontent of the latter
reached the polot where they wished lor separa-
tion and Independence. Al first thé Cubans
songht ouly for reforms, but as these came
glowly or were denied and the Island was
belng constantly exploited by necdy Span-
tsh  nadventurcrs 1the discontent deepenecd
into an absolute disloyaity, which cunlminated
in the present insurrection. The Cobans were, up
to that moment, the chief slaveholders, and it was
pot until when, by the act of insurrection, they
had forfeited their property by law, that the revo-
lutlonlsts proclaimed the frerdom of the slive. It
is neediess to recount how the lnsurrection failed
almost from the beginming on sccount of misman-
sgement, but chiefly for want el the support of
the strong hands and bold hearts of an lndustrious
population. The Cubans were brave encugh swnd
rich, but they were unused to labor and

UNEQUAL TO THE HARDSHIPS OF A SOLDIER'S LIFK
If they had bad a vigorous and hardy population in
sympathy with them [t I8 impossible now Lo say
what the result would have been; but they were
wanting in this essential condition of success, be-
cause the slaves refused to fight on elther alde
unless when they could not help it, Like their
brethren in the United States, they stood by while
the white men were killing each other, fully con-
vinced that the more were killed the better It
wonld be for them. Unfortunately for the success
of the movement the Cubans ralsed the cry muera
Espaifia! (desth te Spain!) and the Span
ish  residents, becoming plarmed, formed
themselves into those corps of volun-
teers which have hitherto preserved the
island to Spain, Much Jealousy has for yearsex-
Isted in Cuba toward the Spanish immigrants, on
account of the Industry and success of the latter.
While the natives passed their lives In amosement
the new comers were In nearly every lostance
thrifty and industrious pecple, who only sought to
make enough money to enabie them to return rich
to Bpaln. By the ald of thelr own emergy, and the
superior confidence with which the forelgn mer-
chant treated the immigrants as & class, they
thrived so well that the native-born people began
to regard them with dlallke and averalun. The re-
#alt was the growth of a feeling

ANALOGOUS TO “NATIVIEM" IN THE UNITED STATES,
which alirmed the immigrants and separated their
interest [rom that of the pative-Lorn inhabitants.
It was a most unfortumate circumatance fer the
Cuban cause, hecause it forced inte opposition the
mass of industrious and enterprising spirita who
had come to the New Werld to carve out their for-
tunes. Rightly er wrongly, the Spanish immigrants
conceived the idea tbat il the Cuban cause suc-
ceeded they would be obliged to Ay from the
island apd sbandon the resuit of years of toil. The
struggle assumed In their eyed more Importance

than & simple qguestion of  politics, for
their  lves amd  thelr  property  Wrere
held to be _at stake. With  these

ideas they prepared to support the government,
or rather they resoived, with the ald of Bpain, to
keep the island for themselves, as they have
been and are mow doing. Such of the foreign
merchants as I have speken with give an exocel-
lent character for Industry, honesty and cuergy
to the Spanish element, and seem to think that
were It not fer them the lsland would retrograde
in @ few years. Of course thi¥ statement must he
taken for what It is worth. The foreign merchants,
as a rule, do not care much for abstract quostions
of right, but thihk that whatever form of govern-
mentenconrages or facilitates thelr trado (s the best,
For this reason they are, as a class, rather
{n favor of the Spaniards than of the Cubans, though
sometimes they express themaselves in pretty de-
clded terms about the Spaniards also, We have,
therefore, to consider not alone a conflict of politi-
cal theories, bnt we fnd the right of the immi-

grant 1o the enjoyment of iife and property in
question a8 well as the right ef the celored man to
abaotute freedom. I the granting of one right
would secure the other It would be plain sailing;
but here we have the two rights in confiict. Under
the influence of the rieh, who coatrol their opinlons
and  their fortunes, fhe « immigrant Spanisgh
while demandimg ol rights for themselves,
are opposed to the lLberstion of the siaves.
It B  diMcult to see what [Inderest

poor Spaniards have In malatsining siavery
except to please tne mililonnatres: but such (s the
position. To be perfectly just the solution to be
found for this difficulty muas secnrs protection for
the immigrant a8 well as Iberty for the siave.
Not that there would be any trouble in accom-
plishing this if the volunteers would loyally sup-
port the government in giving freedom to the
slaves. The trouble is that they will net, because of
the Influence over them of the slave maaters, who
are the roalrulers of the island. This statement
wiil give offance to the authorities, I fear, but it {8
true; and it is that fact which will make it the
more unwelcome. Onoe of the chief obstacies to the
luulllganr. discusalon of the afalrs of Cuba is
found [n the extreme

SENSITIVENESS OF THE AUTHORITIES
to anything that might be suspected of cenveylng
even the slightedt consare of the government. In
the letter which the Captaln General did me the
honor to,address to me you have an excellent dx-
ample of this state of feellng. In what I wrote to
His Excellency there was nothing which .1 would
not hayve safely stated to the President of the
United States without fear of giving offence. Nor
was It 80 much the phraseology of the communics-
tion a8 the ldea of an individual having presnmed
to put forth a (ew logical reasons why the Oaptaln
General should reconsider a resolution, taken, as
it appeared to me, without sufficient refiection,
that called forth the asaertion of superiority and
condescension which Is 8o unequivocally made
in the Captaln General's letter. Buch |8 the
submliasion oxacted from the people here that few,
If any, subjects of Bpain would have dared to ad-
dress the authorities ln the langnage of common
sense. Whataver communications aré made to
the Captaln General are usually in the form of an
humble petition, and it no deubt shocked the fine
sense of etiguette of the Spanish omelala to recelve
& letter from o simple cliimen, politely but firmly
written in the language and spirit of a fréeeman,
There was certainly on my part no desire to give
offence, and no one more sincersly regrets than I
that it was possible for even the most punctilious
to find something to carp at in what 1 wrote, 1
have no deslre to achieve notoriety at the expense
of decency and respect for the hospitality extended
to me in a forelgn country, but, at the same time, I
will not submit without protest to anything
having the alr of disgonrtesy or insult, What 1
asked from the Captsin Ueneral was simply to be
let alone, and to pass at lberty, according to the
1ed droits de gens, through the conntry over which
hecommanded. I do not pretend to know what he
means by travelling at my own risk, but Iintend
to find out exactly what the phrase means, The
same hour that sees this letter o Its way will see
me far on

MY JOURNEY TO SANTA OLARA,

where I shall firat vislt some of the estates to note
the operation of the slave and coolie con-
tract aystems, about which I intend to somewhat
enlighten the clvilized world before proceeding at
“my own risk' to Investigate the state of the In-
surrection. The causes that have led to this devia-
tlon from my original programme must remaln nn-
expressed (or the present, but they are sufflclent
In my ewn mind to justify the few days' delay the
new investigations will occhpy.

Whatever the pecullar phrase in the Captain Gen-
eral's letter may mean, I'wish to express to him
publicly, as I have charged some of his friends to
express to him pergonally, my sease of the polite-
negs and courtesy with which he has treated
me. There are differences so radical In our
modes of viewing things that it |8 lmpossible there
ever conld exist more than the sense of mutual
reapect between us—the Captain General repre-
senting the extreme pretension of federal milltary-
ism, and | the progressive and Independent spirlt
of republicanism that refuses to acknowledge any
other superiority than that which the intellect con-
fers. However unfit for the post, accident has
madé me the repredentative of the lence of

encouragement of wiute immigration, as the climate
cxerolses amost deadly effeet on Europeans, and
it is admitted on all hands that white men cannot
work in flelds. I have been asaured thas nearly
eighty per cent of the whole white immigration fall
victima to the vomfto. Under these clrcumstances
it appears to me that these lalands will eventually
be almost wholly populated by the African race, for
even that portion of the - immigrant Spanish who
escape the vomito and become rich leave the lsland
23 goon as they have amassed sufcient means nnd
return to Spaln to enjoy their wealth. At present
there ia a strong tinge of African blood in
many of the people who claim tn be consid-
ered white, and If the colored peopla’ were
enfranchised the process of miscegenation
would no doonbt progress with great rapidity.
On account of the conflicting interests of race it
appears to me Impossible that Cuba could avold
an internecine confllct in case she succeeded in
establishing her liberty, unlesd by attaching her.
#elf to some stronger Power, The cholice would
Beem to bhe, then, either to remain nnder the
Bpanish flag or to enter the Union. There seems
to me to be no other alternative, for the mass of
the people are wholly unfitted for seli-government,
owing to the want of education. It has been the
policy of the government hers, as in Spain, to
keep the- people ignorant, in order the more easily
to exploit them. It 18 = peoullarity of the
Latin races that while they mave produced the
greatest men In almost all branches of knowledge,
the dograding feudal system fastened om them
in the Middle Ages, has, up.to the pressnt, con-
signed the people to the darkest ignorance. The
ruling classes of Spain and Italy and the old no-
bllity of France mever could rise to the helght of
recognizing how much nobler and grander it is to
be the Airst citizen among & fréee and intelligent
community than the master of degraded slaves.
Bo wrapped up are these foudalists in their self-
importances that they do not think they mre
called upon to blush for the ignorance and
misery by wnich they are surrounded. Bo
long as alaves burn Incense before them they con-
sider themselves great, while the Intelligent world
looks on with pity and disgust at thelr folly and
selfish indifference to the well-beingof their people.
It 18 to be hoped that the revolution at present in
progreas in Spain will not stop until 1t has swept
away every trace of the anclemt and infamous
system. Let it do fer Spain wnat '80 dld for
France, but without the excesses that stained that
glorious epoch. If the Cortes will only insist on
the absviute and immediate Uiberation of the slaves
and introduce reforms into the administration of
ihis island the chief danger that threatems her
woula be removed, Whether she can continue to
maintain possegsion of Cuba in the fature, In view
of the generally admitted hoscility of the Cuban
population, would have to be declded by time.
There I8 very little reason to doubt that the spirit
of the native population s snimated by
A DITTER HOSTILITY TO SPAIN

and all beidnging to her.. Indeed, the Spanlards
do not pretend that they are liked, and look with
unconcealed suspiclon and distrust on the Cabans.
In conversation lately with one of the prominent
Spanish editors he stated that even the Cuban dogs
in the street hated the Spaniards. What appears
mMost strangoe that the immediate descendants
ol the Immigrants are tne bitterest in their
hatred of Spain; ot least 1 have been
s0 assured. It I8 very difficult to find
any one who will commit himself by giving
cxpresalon to Ouban sympathies, because the
people were afrald of rendering themselves sus-
pected—even the surrendered rebels are very
cautious. Since my arrival here, although my
presence 18 preity widely known to both Cubans
and Spaniards, 1 have not been ence approached by
any one in the interest of the insurrection to give
me the slightest information or help in my mission,
This is a circumstance that speaks well for the

civillzed humanicy, and as such, for goed or evil, 1
ahall wield on the destiny of thir istand an influ-
ence greater than even a Captain General can pre-
tend to; for after all he Is but a high ofclal who,
it is true, commands within restricted lmits, but
what 1 shall have to say will
AWAY TIE MINDS OF MILLIONS,

both (n the 01d World and the New. 1 comprehend
my position and its Importance, and the very op-
position T Bave met with here hns aroused me to
the necessity of discharging my high trust so that
It will be of banet to the canse of humanity. As I
have betore stated, not oue werd or line will be
written which will not be based on indigputable
facts, drawn from my own observations or that of
persons worthy of all credence, and by this means
I hepe to lend such an interest in what I may have
to sny as will more than compensate any lack of
briiancy or power in my mauner of saylng it. My
mind on all the questions I8 free from prejudice,
and 1 confess to & love 1or Spain that would rather
inciine me to be her partisan than her censor. But,
though I admire her glories and her herolsm, I do
not love her faults; and wherever I fimd any, or
what appears to me to be fauits, I will lay them
bare unfunchingly, It |8 one of the misfortunes of
the system of government, as understood 1n 8pain,
that the subject .

MUST ALWAYS ASSUME THAT HE IS WELL GOVERNED,
even when he desires reform. Before everything
authority must be respected, and so abuses grow
old untll the people lose patience and attempt to
procure reform by violence. The cause of this is
shat the oMclals, or, us We would call them, polith
clans, who live and grow rich on imoney wrung
from the people, look on the masses as an inferior
race of beings, whose chief use in life 18 to pay
taxes and render obedience to those whom they
#upport. The ldea—very generally entertained by
every man in America—that an ofcial of governs
ment 18 & servant of the people, would be scouted
by & Spanish oMecial a8 an abominable political
hereay; and If a newspaper man was independent
enough to write such a sentiment every hair on
the censer’s head wouid stand bolt mpright in
biank astonishment and dismay. In soch s Btate
of society, where abuses have freedom to develop,
like mushreoms in the dark. there is and can be
no healthy publie opinton to check them, for no one
dares to say anything publicly that the oMeclal
“ring" disapproves. But just imagine old Tammany
with the right of censorship over the press, with
the power t0 prevent one word or lioe belng

| written

EXCHPT -WHAT WAS FLEASING TO TN “'B0SS,"
and what hope would there bave been for the re-
forms that swept away that corrupt institution ?
Under the Spanish system It would have continued
to flourish until it became respectable by time,
because the caat about respecting authority
would have rendered the exposare of the thieves
impoaaible. 1t {8 well for us that the Tammany
Sachems never gravitated towards Havana In the
davs of their power, or they might have learned
how to contrel public oplnfon and make authority
respected by & more eMcelent and respectable-look-
Ing process than dividing the plunder,

THE WANT OF HOMOGENEITY
in the population here s the chief reason why a
government 80 much opposed to the lberal In-
stimcis of the age c¢an continue to exist mimost in
sight of free America. There is scarcely any
ground upon Which the whole 1,200,000 inhabltants,
moreé or less, could meet on equal terms for the
common good, The Spanish authorities hold the
balance of power between all parties, and are
Iooked to for protection alike by the sisve and his
master, the Cubsan and the Spanish {mmigrant.
The kindly feeling manifested by the expatriated
Cubans and the colored people came too late to be
regarded In apy other light by the darkies
than as & bait to secura thelr support im over-
throwing the power of 8pain, and g8 they
did not consider themseives very deeply imter-
ested In the struggie they declined to take
part with elther It Is true that the
Cubans took & good many of thelr slaves with them
into the field, and the Spaniards forced the nve
regiments of Havana, which wefe com of
colored men, but officered by white men, to goto

As
they eould not have afforded to refuse to them the
tights and privileges of froe men, they would In-
evitably have

FALLEN UNDER THE POWER OF THE BLAOKS.

Nor could the diMoulty be vory well selved by the

prud of the Cubans, but If persisted in durlng
my siay will be decidedly Incenvenlent.

For some days there has been & vague rumor
clreulating among the Cubans in Havana that
HOLGUIN IAD BEEN BURFPRISED
by the insurgents under Vicente and Oslixto
Garcia, As they are somewhat in the bablt f circu-
lating rumors of imaginary victories no particular
attention was pald to it, The affair has, however,
oceurred beyond all doubt, snd {8 much more
serious than was nt first supposed. By letters from
relable Spanlsh sources we are intormed that by a
ruse de guerre Colenel Wyler, commanding at Hol
guin, was led to make a sortie, and while he
Wus gone some five hundred insurgents surprised
the town, killing » major and several other supe-
rier oflicers and many soldiers and volunteers
They tvok possesslon ol the place, plundered many
of the chiel stores, among othera the jewelry estab-
lishment, and then eft with their booty. It I8 sald
that the Colonel will be tried by court artial for
having allowed bimself to be surprised. The gov-
ernment report, which the IDdario publishes this
morning, Is sllent on these points, and, while ad-
mitting the surprise, endeavors to turn & serious
check into & glorjous victory. The loss of five
officers and four soldiers killed i8 admitted, but
not a word about the number wounded. We are
also asked to belleve that the loss of the enemy was

infnitely greater. The

DISFEOPURTION BETWEEN THE NUMBER OF OFFICERS
AND SOLDIERS EILLED

can only be accounted for on the theory that five
out of every nine men in the Spanish army are
furnished with commissions, a peculiarity of
organization Lhat deserves the attention of our
crack militlsa reglments. Whether the account
glven by the aunthorities be the ecorrect one
or not, it 18 certainly regarded with sus-
plelon even by the Spanlsh adherents, while
the Cuban sympathizers would have us belleve
that hall the town of Holguin has been destroyed.
One large store and five shanties were admitted by
the Spaniards to have been burned. The 1mport-
ance of this event cannot be measured exactly by
the loss Inflicted, but must be looked at irom the
moral effect it will have in giving

' OONFIDENCE TO THE INSURGENTS,

The first serious check sustalned by the Cubans
in the beginning of the war eof liberation was in
Holguin, where some fifty Spanish soldiers, with a
valor and temacily worthy of the days of Sara
gossa, defled the whole force of the Imsurrection
and herolcally maintained their position until they
were relieved. Hinee them the town has remalned
a thorn In the side of the Cuban leaders, and from
its strategical position enables the Spanlards to
hamper the movements of the [nsurgents.
Im so far a8 the latter have beéen uanable
elther to destroy the town or to malntain posses.
sion of it, the Spaniards have some reason to be
thaakful, but it |8 not the polley of the Cabans to
remain in towns., There can be no question that
in the fleld they are unable to meet the Spanish
forces, and they know 1t. What they purpose dolng
is to maintain the present guerilla warfare until
Spain becomes

TIRED OF LOSING MEN AND MONEY
in & hopeless confilct. The losses of the Bpanish
army from sickness are something frightful, and as
there is neither honor nor profit to be galned In
fighting in this irregular warfare, the Cubans hope
that after a time It will be impossible to obtain
volunteers to supply the losses sustained by the
troops frem the efMects of fatigue and the deadly in-
finende of the olimate. Well informed partles here
assure me that the government 18 paying $200
bounty at Oadin to wvolunteers; but even
with this enormous sum %o témpt them
very few can be persnaded to face the vomito.
The ‘mail steamera briag’' oat little detachments,
but what they do are not deserving the name of re-

{imforcements. Amother diMonity has been thrown

in the way eof the suppression of the tnsarrection
which, more than anything that hns yet happened,
will tend te keep the oonfiiot allve. 1 al
lade 0 the declaration In the Cortes  that
90 lomg a8 one rebel remained In hé feld
NO REFORME WOULD BE GRANTED TO CUBA.
That'ta to say, the foolish Minister in’ Madrd has
made it the Interest of the slavecersey heté that
‘theé Imsurrection should be Kept slive, so that
#lavery may eontinue ‘%0 flourish mninter-
ruptedly, It mumst be Temembored that
under existing circumatamoss the Insurrec-
tion does not interfers Wwith the commerce
the tsland. Most of the great estates ate In
districts whore the Spanish rule is
and whore 1t is otherwise the estate
tax to the ingsurgents to prevent them

h

wiantations. IV is even said that loral morehag

in Havana furnish them with arms and muni-
tions on almilar conditiona. It will only now
be neoessary for those Interested in malntaining
slavery Intact to act & Nttle more geuerogsly to-
wards the rebels to render them more formidable
%han ever;and this, unguestionably, will be the
result of the Spanish Minister's declaration. There
are other reasons also why many of the rich mor-
chants here are desirous that the war should cou-
tinue,
MANY OF THEM ARE ARMY CONTRACTORSH,

and find & ready way to incresss their already
large fortunea by means well known to our own
shoddy contractors during the clvil war, The dif-
ficulty of putting an end to the lnsurrectiom will
be easlly understood when the conflict of these in-
terests i taken Into sccount. The loasea experi-
enced from the acls of the Insurgents
are nothing compared to what would result
to the estate owners from the liberation
of the slaves, and at present they énjoy an unex-
smpled prosperity., T8e export of sugar and
tobacco for this yoar will reach $100,000,000, If
nothimg unforesesn ocours. It ia natural that men
amassing wealth at such a rate anonld be very
jealous of sny interferemce with their rights,
or what they are pleased to comsider their righta.
They control the aunthorities here to such an
extent that they may be said with truth to
rule the isiand. That this (8«0 is proved by the
fact that the decrees of the Madmd government
are of no force whatever whon opposed to the
wishes ana will of the ruling oligarchy here. By
law the slaves are free under ocertaln conditions,
but the slave-owners find a means of evading all
the provisions except those in their interess. As
2000 &8 & Blave becomes too old or tpo Infirm to
work he ls in mockery given his freedom and al-

lowed to
BEG WY WAY TO THE GRAYR.

Ido not wish to aMrm that this is done in all
cases, or even in the majority of cases; but It 18
done, and the law 18 so framed that when a mas-
ter chooses he may do this grave injustice if 1t be
his pleasure. Before [ quit the laland I shall make
myself master of this question, which I believe
to be the real root of all the evil here, and
also the great danger of the future. Without
slavery 1 see clearly that the imsurrection must
BOOD pass Into & state of brigandage, but the hope
that this question will yet compel foreign imter-
vention gives backbone to the hostllity of the na-
tive population. In connection with this question

I VISITED A COOLIN SHIP
yesterday that has just arrived from*Macao. Every-
thing was in apple ple order. The Celestials, with
thelr pig talls, were (at und strong-looking fellows,
not & bit ke our Western notions of weak and
plgmy Chinese. There wos scarcely any trace of
the almond eye, and the general expression on the
faces of the ‘“immigrants” was one of marked
‘Intelligence, Of the ship, which Jooked
suspiclonsly like & slaver and her crew, I will
write another time when treating of this slave and
contract system in full. For the present I must
close In order to catoh the mail. For the last
three days I have been waiting the good pleasure
of the anthorities to obtain my passport, or rather
schedule ; but as the oMclal world takes three days
hollday at Christmas I must wait its good pleasure.

The followlng extract from a letter recelved from

Spaln has been published in the Diarto:—

THE NEW CAPTAIN GENERAL,
As goon as the 12,009 men ara collected together,
which are to form the reinforcement to be sent to
Quba, General Cordova will be appointed Captain
General and® Buperior Polltical Governor ol that
island. Publi¢ opinion, which at first was pasalon-
ate and unjust regarding the nrpolmmem of Gen-
eral Cordova, Is turning, even journals antagonis-
tic to the radion]l ministry admitting that with the
sole exception of the Marquis ol Havana (General
José de 1a Conchn), there 18 no other person who
better unites in himself the necessary conditions
to take charge of the command of that Antille,

PORTO RICO.

According to another published letter from Ma-
drid, the concrete points which constitute the as-
piravon of certain deputies among those from
Porto Rico are the following:—They pretend that
the lesser Antille shall have a politieal organiza.
tion according to the custom of the most radical
school—that municlpal oflicers, elected by the
suflrage now in force, shall be the arbiters of local
administration. The law of Ayuntamientos, er City
Councils, which has been In force in the Peninsula
slnce 1845, appears to them wanting and reaction.
ary, beeausp it Is the wish of those deputies
that the authority of the Captain General
ghall not intervene at all in the formation of the
municipal budget nor In the employment of the
funds. Asacomplement to this municipal organi-
gation they wish slso fer a deputation, directly
elected, to represent In Porto Rico tue rights and
attributes at present confided only to the central
power. This corporation will form, secording to
these deputies, the general budget of the island;
would influence instruction and would direct the
improvement of the pullic works, and would be,
In fact, the real and almost exclusive govern-
ment of the country. The Captain General
disappears In this orgamzation; a superior civil
Gevernor would preside over the deputation, with
the only right ofobjecting, in certain determinate
cases, to the resolutions of that body; he would
hold, above all, 8o small & supervision as reaily to
be of little Influence In the government of the
lsland. A military commander, subjeet to the
orders of the superlor authority, would command
the military forees of the country, and & repre-
sentative In Congress and the Senate, as these
exist at present, would be the limit of that sys-
tem. The “wunconditional Spaniard"” who writes
the foregeing concludes by saylng:—*‘This would
leave Porto Rico no other ties to the metropolis
than those absolutely necessary to evade the con-
fesgion that nothing remains It

THE HERALD'S OUBAF EXPEDITION:,

[From the Mllwaukee (Wis.) Sentinel, Jan. 1.]

The able and interesting letter of Mr. Henderson,
the correspondent of the NEw York HERRALD, has
increased public interest 1n the afairs of Cuba.
Mr, Henderson gave 1t as his candid opinlon that if
the patriots were supplied with arms they could
soon win thelr imdependence. He gave facts to

show that it will be lmpossible for Spain to reguin
& un trol of
rumored from Waa

the nd, It is now
that Brasil, Chile and

Mexico are ready te Intervens In beball of the
Cubans, Il the Umited States will anly give them a

of neutrality. We hope 1t our govern-
ment will not only remain neu ut_acoora
to the insurgents belligerent ts. Nothing
I8 more probable than that nations of

South America, which have not forgotten the rigor

of Bpanish colonlal rnle, will intervene In favor of
thelr ox:reued B thren in the “Gem
of the Antilles,”” It 18 rumored (rom wWash.
ington that the 8| tion there has re-

received in tion from the home gov-
be necessary to recall the
troops from Cuba to help repress revolutionary in-
surrections in the Peninsnla, It Is time that the
barbarous and greedy rule of S8pain was ended on
this side of the ocean. That degenerate monarchy
‘wua long ago driven from the American Continent; .
t 1t now be driven Irom the last Island in the
the Cabans Irom the Unitod States, Meteor Beazh
n
and Chile would probably mdnm to recedo
from the contest without stri another blow.
All Cliristendom would rejoles at resulk.

_ A FEW YEAR'S DAY HOMIOIDE,

Post=Mortem Examination.

The first homicide of the year, with fatal resnlta,
was yesterday brought to the attention of Corgper
Keenan, at the City Hall. On New Year's
Thomas Doyle, thirty-three years of age, became

rral with Willlam Willson, at No. 8
Mt which the iatter, as alleged,
struck on the with a shoe-

tmﬂum own and redue-

am uunlbﬁ 5 Was removed to
out‘; - uah,ﬂt'l‘l: he ramufiuaed
ye

an mornlng,
e "“.%.:W?.? o4 b6 Mulberry sirect.
éi!.‘:..‘".:m {s escape immediately Whter 1o

assatilt and Is still at l.lr

nd but Captain Kennedy,
X B ofticers Com-
o o8 are i soareh bf nim. 8

Deputy Coroners Beach,
an made a post-mortem exsmi-

on the body of deceased, and found that
death resulted from meningitis, irom fracture of
the skull, the result of violence.

PATAL OASUALTY—A LANDLORD CENSURED.

Coroner Young yeaterday beld an inquest in the
case of Martin D, Hayden, the man who was killed
by being struck on the head by some pleces of

board which fell on hum from an awning fronting
the mises 420 West street & heavy gale
w! valled on the 10th ult., as
Ve latidgord of 1 prosiiscs
the landiord of the above hamed
(0. B. Lawton) lor allo the boards to remaln
L on awning in gucl, an expoged condition.

MRS, WHARTON.

A Day of Legal Tilting in the
Annapolis Court.

Experimentum Crucis of De-
> mnﬂhl' cumla

THE STATE AUTHORITIES.

The Bill of Exceptions Taken Under Advise-
~ ment by the Judges.

‘AwmaroLm, Md., Jan. 8, 18 3.

At hall-past nine o'c this morning Judges
Miller, Hsmmont and’ took thelr seats on
the benoch, and, after the formalities of opening,
the trial of Mra, Wharton was resumed. Mra.
Wharton was accompanied by her frm friend,
Mrs. Neilson, and her devoted daughter, Neilie.
The Iaaies were provided with chairs within the
bar and mmediately behind Mrs. Wharton's coun-

‘sel, Mesars. Hagner, Thomas and Stump, Jr. As

heretofore, the ladies wore vells, which guite oon-
cealed their featurds, s0 that no signs
of omotion could be detected as the prose-
cution argued :their side er the delence

raised exceptions and presented motious and

demurrers whioh {m-thelr opinion were calcalated

to relleve Mrs. Wharton from the painful situation
in which she |8 placed. The Inwyers on both sides
wers Well provided with legal books to fortify
their arguments, and personally and professionally
presented a formidable array. The general publie
seam to have been more interested tham during
tho former two days. The attendance in the court
room was more than doubled, many ladies being
present; and although the proceedings were
merely tilts, which to the sutsidera were naturally
not calculated to satiafy curlosliy, yet there was
but littlp shifting sboat, or going or coming,

THRE OITATION OF AUTHORITIRS

and reading of sections bf statutes made up about
all the doings of the day, flling documents belng
the alternates. Attorney General Byester wad
suffering from g0 severe A cold that he was not ex-
peoted to be present, but in pursuance of his dyty
he was in his place to pupport State’s Attorney,
Revell. The debate was opened by Mrs. Wharton'a
astorneys filing a bill of exoeptlons to the ruling
of the Court, rofusing to guash the indictment

on the ground ol its containing charges ol distinot
snd te felonies. The motion to quas h was
arguo r;;emrd.um disallowed, the Chiel Judge,

or, mrllnaﬂtm morning that the Bench had
no hesitation in denying the motion, for an appeal
could be taken ana the declsion put to test. At
this stage of the prumaalnw Mr. J, Nevitt Steale,
who 80 ably defended Mra. Wharton In her former
trial, entered and was soon ln consultatlon with
Messra, Hagner and Thomas.

The Qourt read and consldersd
THE BILL OF EXCEPTIONS,

and, after inquiring whether its terma were satia.
iactory to the counsel for the State and veing an-
swered aflirmatively, on it on fle, and argu-
ment on the terms an n of the lndictment,
‘which lnsted sill the rising of the Court, wis begun
by Mr. Thomas, of the delence. He sald that, in
addition to exceptions aiready presented, he de-
sired to Plnoe on record exceptions to the eleventh
and twelfth counts of the indictmeant, and would
demur to thesl on the ground of auplicity, and
asked the quashing of those two counts, lle spoke
about an hour, quoting voluminously to show thas
if, a8 he aseribed, the statement of the erime in
tnoge counts was indefinite and only chnrﬂ'eu. by
Implication, they could not be sustained, nor
ghould the Court allow them to be passed npon.

Attorney General Syester repled, and declared
that the indictment should be conatrued by it4 own
terms, and not be measured by the eonsiructions
of the attorney for the defence. The molion to

unsh the accounts was consldered by the lenrned
Sludgu and,
IT WAS OVERRULED.

The qnestion of the election by the prosecution
as to whieh partieular count in the indictment, ov
particular act alleged to have been commitied,
they would go belore the jury, was then brought
forward, British and Maryland volumes of Emcw-
dents and rule were extensively read and debated,
tiie defence arguing that by nlluwlu% cach sepa-
rate actto be considered In connection with the
one auegm.ion of attempt to poison would lexd to
amect the character of the deiendant, Cannot
Justice and equity be allowed ¥

THE PROSECUTION
contended that they could not be compelled to
make o selection, but had determined to stand
upon their right to go to trial on this Indictment
ns & whole. The Court in refusing to comply with
the demand of the defence to direct the electlon by
the prosecation, referred the matter to the
Appelate Court, which disposition the deience
accepted. After handing In the various papers, wo-
tions and demnrrers under the appeal,
MR, HAGNER MADE ANOTHER MOVE.

Hoe stated that it was not by desire or direction ot
Mra, Wharton that the counsel for the defence
were making these motions and exceptions, but
the learned gentlemen associuted with him agreed
in the course, becanse they belleved that injustice
was being done their client, and by challenging the
correctnesa of the indictment she might be pro.
tected by all the might, provisions and sajeguards
ol the law. e then expatisted on the degree ol
crime alleged to have been committed, and ob-
Jected to the indictment that it only by implica-
tion and not directly charged. In an elavorate ad-
dress he gave lla views in support of his position
that the trial should not proceed under the present
indictment.

He was iollowed by Mr. Stump in the same strain,
and by Messrs, Revell and Syester in rebuttal

Mr. Thomas, of the delunu: oceupled the re-
mainder of the sesslon of the Court in support ol
the stand taken by his colleagnes, and submitied
to the consideration of the Juudges that the charge
of attempted polson, as recited in tlus indictment,
was not & comple lilegal act. Admittiug, for the
sake of argument, that the allegation was true, ull
that was charged being allowed, the act was
inchoate and could not sustained, for it had
stopped short of actual administering,

THE POINT TO BE JUDICIALLY DECIDED,

After consultation ludg: Miller announced that
the point raised weould taken into considera-
tion, and the decision of the Bench be asnounced
in the morning belore an wdjournment was had.

AN EXPLANATION FROM MR, STEELE.

Mr. J. Nevitt Steele deslred an- opportunity to
make a personal explanation to the Court, and,
leave ted, sald that having been ol
counsel for Mra. Wharton in her former trial, and
having withdrawn, he wished it understood that it
was with the ntmost reluctance that he had taken
that step. In the previous trial he was in feeble
health, and |t was only by the courtesy and con-
sideration of the honorable judges that lie had been
able to bring it to & concluston. It wag not that he
now felt any less confidence in her case, or that his

and confidence had suffered diminution that
he was not now neuvely engaged in her bebaif, but
he entertalned, as from the very frst, a conviction
of her eutire imnocence. Sick or well he would
at the present time In her
defence, but ti his colleagues were still Mrs,
Wharton's counsel, and were sltogether compe-
tent to conduct her case to & just conclusion, and
he felt sure that no injurious inference to her cause
would dwell ln the mind of any one from kis with-
dra cnse.

wal [rom the
THE JUDMIES THEN ROSE,

and Mra, Wharton and her dnn:ﬁ'ur left the room,
followed by the eager gnze of spectators, who
had loitered behind to see them pass out. They
are demiciled with the fmily of Judge Welch, a

tleman who enteriained them on
thelr former trinl.
diseuasion which employed the
time to-day the Judges exerted themseives Lo
hasten tmmdlm to the empaneiment ol the
Jury, w will probably be sccompished to-
morrow,

BOARD OF PUBLIO INS8TRUCTION,

Joslah B. Nollard Elccted ss the New
President of the Board,
The Board of Public Instroction met yesterday
afternoon at four o'clock, Commissioner Smyth in
the chalr,

ceed to the election of its presiding omcer for
1873, The motion was carried, and Commissioners
Gross and Wood were appointed tellers. Com-
missloner Joslah B, Nollard was unanimousiy

elected,
Commisgioner Janvis moved that §500 be paia
for oodl?lng the laws governlng whis departmoent,

Adopte

o omlhv::on mnvﬁed :gat‘aupugtrm of
Presudent S orderod, epltod, Commis-
llomllr Wou#&'?:ud that Gillespe P, Miller ha

of BookKeeping in the Even-

reatored to her position of assisiant

R-w_l that the deration of the erection of

uwmmt r

h

&'.L&‘ i to Board to meet these

matter of pensioning

sald it would be better If the new

Lol
in h School Jn Thirteenth sireot. Adopued,
lfna ‘quan go of Teachers recominend r.hvnt Miss
T,
lu&cr in Sah No, 3% Adopted,
on lulldings aud Repaira re-
sehool No, 2 must be
to the Legisiatuie for the
demands agcommodation. Concnrred in.
rr Woon that o committe
o whe hc‘ twent, ciioning
e COrs -
"ﬂ etlal Board before ﬂle l.-agla,!:tuu I
Preaident would t the commi
Tue Board mm.:. s

Commissioner JARTIS moved that the Board pro--

ok



